Day Middle School Council Meeting Minutes 10/21/2009

Minutes Taken by Shohreh Harris

Present at the Meeting:  

Gail Stein (New Member)

Curtis Betts (New Member)

Harry Sanders (New Member)

Jen Harris (Returning Member)

Shohreh Harris (Returning Member)

Gina Healy (Principle)

Phyllis Attisano (PTO representative)

Diana Gomberg (observing)

Andrea Steenstrup (observing)

· Gina Healy introduction about council to all present. Documents describing council duties were presented.  
· Gail Stein, Curtis Betts and Harry Sanders expressed interest in becoming members of the council.  Diana Gomberg and Andrea Steenstrup decided that they would not join the council in the academic year and would attend occasional meetings as observers.

· Jen Harris nominated and elected as President of the Council.  

· It was decided that the minutes taking duties would be rotated among the members.  

· Gina Healy gave an overview of the strategic plan.  
· One of the main goals for day is to improve math scores

· To reach this goal teachers are receiving professional development to develop stronger skills in special instruction in Math

· Special Instructions for Students

· Study Island, a software program which helps students practice MCAS skills, has been purchased.
· Teachers are providing more opportunities to practice open response math questions.

· Harry Sanders suggested taking a poll to find out which students receive outside tutoring for math.  As this might help in assessing how outside tutoring affects MCAS scores.

· School Safety Issues:

· Campus Aides have been hired to help provide better supervision of the campus in the afternoons all around the campus including the late bus.  The Campus Aides will be on duty until all the late busses have departed.

· Teachers are discussing community building and safety issues in classes

· Students are being taught to recognize when to obtain adult guidance when they are made aware of unsafe situations.  
· Diana Gomberg brought up the issue of the availability of too much junk food including the ice cream truck, vending machines and cookies at lunch.   Parents would like to see the availability of unhealthy choices limited.

· Jen Harris suggested that members think about issues and projects that they would like to see spear headed by the council this year.
